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Amendment 4 opponents claim that 

Hometown Democracy was tried in St. 

Pete Beach but failed, and that is why St. 

Pete Beachôs economy stagnated and 

the town was tied up in litigation.
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THAT IS JUST NOT TRUE! 

Florida law mandates that no 

Comprehensive Land-Use Plan 

shall be changed without two 

public hearings by the local 

commission.

2009 Florida Statutes:  County Organization and 

Intergovernmental Relations Title XI, County 

Government Chapter 125.66Ordinances; enactment 

procedure; emergency ordinances; rezoning or 

change of land use ordinances or resolutions.   

Municipalities Title XII-, Chapter 

166.041Procedures for adoption of ordinances and 

resolutions.



Florida law requires that before any commission 

votes to change their Comprehensive Land-Use Plan:

Vthe local commission must hold two meetings, and

Vprovide public notice of the meetings, and

Vprovide public notice of the proposed change, and

Vat the meetings hear resident input, and

Vhave a public discussion at the meeting, and then, 

Vat the end of all that, the commission must vote.    



Problems arose in St. Pete Beach because this 

process, mandated by Florida law, was not followed.   

Hereôs what happened in St. Pete Beach: Petitions to 

change their Comprehensive Land-Use Plan were 

collected. Then, land-use change questions were 

placed straight on the ballot. This is not Hometown 

Democracy.
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In contrast -
AMENDMENT 4 simply says that: 
Vafter a local commission approves a change 
to the Comprehensive Land-Use Plan and 
Vbefore the change becomes law, the 
Vvoters have the right to vote for or against 
the change. 

The Florida Supreme Court  unanimously agreed 
that Amendment 4follows Florida law.  



By not following Hometown 
Democracy, St. Pete Beach opened 

itself up to legal challenges. 
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opponents are not 
telling the truth when 
they say Hometown 

Democracy caused the 
problems in St. Pete 

Beach. 

Amendment

Now you know whyé



Like all of Florida, St. Pete Beachôs 

economy crashed due to the bursting of the 

real estate bubble.    St. Pete Beachôs 

weakened economy has nothing to do with 

residents voting on land-use changes.




